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Affirm as correct Hu Yaobang's views on democracy and freedom;


Admit that the campaigns against spiritual pollution and bourgeois liberalization had been wrong;


Publish information on the income of state leaders and their family members;


End the ban on privately-run newspapers and stop 


press censorship;


Increase funding for education and raise intellectuals' pay;


End restrictions on demonstrations in Beijing


Provide objective coverage of students in official media

















22 April 1989: 200,000 pro-democracy student protesters face off with police outside the Great Hall of the People








Protesters


by: Mu Ao Xie


We were mostly students, drawn together by Secretary Hu Yaobang’s death to bring about the change that didn’t happen in his life. We are peaceful, wanting to be heard but not harming anyone in the process. Our protest is one with our bodies, not our fists, occupying this space until our voices ring out in the media and our demands are met. 


It started as a vigil, a ceremony to honour our great secretary, on university campuses and Tiananmen Square. I came from Tsinghua University, joining many others. Today we are 200,000 strong. Some I know from the protests three years ago, where I attended only briefly. Secretary Hu Yaobang isn’t here to protect this time but we are here to stay. I have sat for days, face to face with soldiers no older than I am. We talk amongst ourselves and to the soldiers, even though they do not answer us. They already know our seven demands by heart. 


 








Army


by: Sheng Tong 


As a soldier of the 27th Army in the People's Liberation Army, I am duty-bound to follow orders to clear Tiananmen Square of the demonstrators comprising the revolutionary rebellion by 6am this morning.  It is clear that the radical revolutionaries occupying Tiananmen Square seek nothing less than to destabilize and overthrow the People's Republic of China.  Evidence of the revolutionary's intent:





Despite multiple concessions made by Premier Zhao Ziyang on May 04, the revolutionaries refused to leave Tiananmen Square;


Hunger strikes initiated prior to President Gorbachev's visit designed to blackmail Chairman Deng Xiaoping into further concessions;


Unlawfully disrupting the Sino-Soviet meeting and denying access to Tiananmen Square;


Refusal to comply with a personal appeal by Premier Zhao Ziyang on May 19th to stop the unlawful and needless occupation of Tiananmen Square;


Widespread civil disobedience in the state's capital resulting in martial law on May 20th;





Flagrant disregard for precepts of martial law as ratified on May 20th, and continued civil disobedience.


For these reasons, it is clear that the revolutionaries are no longer interested in seeking a peaceful resolution to their issues: they have used the levers of civil discourse, and public demonstration as means


to destabilize the economy and the lawfully elected political party to meet their own hidden agenda.  Over the last two months, the People's Republic of China has exhausted every avenue possible to seek a peaceful resolution to this conflict; the time for negotiation is over. In order to protect the majority the rule of law must be enforced.  I will do my duty to protect the People's Republic of China in compliance with my orders and the precepts of the law as passed on May 20th by the lawfully elected political body.








They are not unreasonable and not trivial. These are things that the people of China need, not just the students. A free press in China would weed out only the corrupt, tending the Communist Government’s garden. 


We know what they can do now though. It scares me every day to everything you hear about it gets worse and worse. Even knowing this, we sit at Xinhua’s Gate today to honour Secretary Hu Yaobang, across from young people not so different than we are. 


Today, on the day of Secretary Hu Yaobang’s funeral we will stand tall for what he stood for, for our freedom and democracy. We will occupy this place until all of China is free.


think about how they cleared out Xinhua’s Gate. The students who got away from that say that they were beaten with batons, some said that the police tried to kill them all. Everyone knows about it and








